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Licence  Plates  Go  On  Sale 

Motorist-s  Benefit  From  $5-$15  ReducHon 
But  Gov't.  Loses  $700,000  In  Revenue 

Alberta  citizens  packed  225  auto  licence  distributing  centres  throughout 
the  Province  this  week  to  buy  their  new  blue  on  yellow  license  plates  at  the 
reduced  prices  announced  by  Premier  E.  C.  Manning  in  his  budget  address. 

Extra  employees  have  been  taken  on  to  assist  with  the  sale  of  new  licences 
which  began  at  8:30  a.m.  March  27.  A  total  of  153,000  plates  will  be  avail- 
able this  year — an  increase  of  25,000  over  the  amount  sold  during  1950. 
Drivers  must  buy  their  new  plates  by  April  15. 

Approximately  56  percent  of  this  Province's  motorists  are  benefiting 
from  a  $10  reduction  in  the  cost  of  their  plates.  The  former  licence  fee  of 
$20  for  cars  with  wheel  bases  of  no  more  than  110  inches  this  year  has  been 
reduced  to  $10. 

Another  31  percent  of  Alberta's  drivers — those  with  cars  with  wheel 
bases  between  110  and  120  inches  wide — are  paying  $5  less  for  their  plates. 
The  old  fee  was  $20  but  this  has  been  reduced  to  $15.  , 

In  addition  to  their  licence  fees,  motorists  are  continuing  this  year  to 
pay  an  additional  $1  to  the  unsatisfied  judgment  fund,  a  fund  administered 
by  the  provincial  government  and  available  to  pay  damages  arising  out  of  an 
auto  accident  when  these  are  awarded  by  a  judge  and  there  is  no  other  way 
for  the  victim  to  receive  recompense. 

The  reduction  in  Alberta  licence  fees  will  mean  a  loss  in  revenue  of 
approximately  $700,000  to  the  provincial  government. 

Motorcycles,  scooters  and  power  bicycle  licence  fees  have  not  been 
changed,  nor  has  the  fee  for  dealers'  licence  plates. 

New  plates  are  obtained  by  presenting  application  forms  when  applying 
for  an  issue  of  plates.  Most  of  these  forms  were  mailed  out  to  car  owners 
before  March  27,  the  date  on  which  issue  of  new  plates  began.  Schedules  of 
the  new  fees  were  enclosed  with  the  forms  together  with  applications  for 
new  drivers'  licences.  A 
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(Alberta  Government  Photograph) 

One  of  the  large  crowds  which  have  packed  the  ground  floor  of  the  Admin- 
istration Building  in  Edmonton  to  buy  new  licence  plates  and  drivers'  licences 
is  shown  here.  Similar  throngs  have  packed  into  other  licence  distributing 
centres  throughout  this  Province. 


Policy  For  Coyote  Control 

Formers  and  Stockmen  To  Take  Active  Part 
'Coyote-Getters'  Chief  Weapon  In  Drive 

Alberta  municipalities  as  well  as  individual  farmers  and  stockmen  will 
play  an  important  part  in  the  coyote  control  program  announced  March  29 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

The  program  calls  for  municipalities  to  initiate  coyote  control  programs 
in  their  areas  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
When  a  municipal  plan  is  approved,  the  government  will  supply  "coyote 
getters,"  cyanide  cartridges,  scents,  bait  and  -other  approved  poison  materials 
at  no  charge  to  the  municipality.  These  will  be  distributed  through  district 
agriculturists  and  pest  control  officers. 

Individual  farmers  also  will  be  issued  coyote  extermination  equipment 
but  their  use  of  this  equipment  will  be  supervised.  Area  control  officers, 
who  will  be  appointed  by  the  municipalities,  will  direct  coyote  control  in 
their  areas  and  ascertain  that  farmers  are  trained  in  the  safe  use  of  the 
extermination  equipment. 

Key  weapon  in  J:hfi  campaign  is  the  "covotp-ggtt-er.'^  This  pgnipmpnt 
consists  of  a  hollow  pipe  driven  into  the  ground.  A  firing  mechanism  is  set 
into  the  tube  to  fire  a  .38  calibre  cartridge  loaded  with  cyanide  poison  which 
is  mounted  on  the  top  of  the  tube.  Coyotes  are  lured  to  the  equipment 
by  scent  on  the  top  of  the  cartridge.  When  they  try  to  eat  the  seemingly 
appetizing  object,  they  dislodge  the  striker  of  the  firing  mechanism  and  the 
cyanide-loaded  cartridge  is  fired  directly  into  their  mouth.  Death  is  by 
poison,  not  by  bullet. 

Approximately  10,000  coyote  getters  have  been  ordered  by  the  Province 
and  three  government  officials  recently  attended  a  week's  course  in  coyote 
control  at  an  U.S.  Fish  and  Wild  Life  Service  school  at  Havre,  Montana. 
They  were  A.  J.  Charnetski,  Live  Stock  Supervisor;  D.  L.  Steed,  Cardston 
district  agriculturist;  and  Joe  Kovach,  Canmore  forest  ranger.  These  men 
will  assist  in  settng  up  the  Alberta  coyote  control  program.  # 


Annuity  Scheme^        Road  Bans 


The  plan  recently  announced  in  the 
Alberta  Legislature  by  Premier  E.  C. 
Manning  whereby  citizens  of  the  pro- 
vince will  be  able  to  purchase  Pro- 
vincial Government  annuities  on  ad- 
vantageous terms  is  progressing 
rapidly  and  full  details  of  the  scheme 
will  be  announced  in  the  April  15 
issue  of  Without  Our  Borders. 

Legislation  providing  for  the  an- 
niuty  scheme  has  been  tabled  in  the 
house  and  this  reveals  the  payments 
of  citizens  into  the  annuity  fund  will 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  SVo  per- 
cent compounded  annually.  The 
annuity  scheme  is  designed  to  give 
encouragement  and  direct  assistance 
to  those  citizens  who  endeavour  to 
provide  for  their  own  requirements 
on  attaining  the  age  of  retirement 
The  plan  also  will  serve  to  keep  in 
Alberta  substantial  sums  of  money 
presently  paid  out  of  the  province  in 
various  forms  of  retirement  annui- 
ties. 

The  special  annuity  fund  will  be 
used  by  the  Alberta  Government  for 
municipal  financing  on  terms  which 
will  lower  interest  rates  on  muni- 
cipal borrowings.  % 


Road  bans,  intended  to  protect 
provincial  roads  and  highways  from 
damage  during  the  spring  thaw,  were 
being  imposed  this  week  by  the  Al- 
berta Department  of  Public  Works 
and  municipalities. 

The  bans  forbid  traffic  other  than 
passenger  cars  and  half-loaded  light 
delivery  trucks  to  use  the  roads. 
Heavy  trucks  which  could  ruin  the 
surface  of  roads  softened  by  the  thaw 
are  not  allowed  on  the  roads  listed  as 
banned. 

Announcement  of  further  bans 
against  movement  of  heavy  traffic 
over  Alberta  roads  will  be  made  in 
newspapers  and  over  radio  stations. 
The  bans  will  be  enforced  by  the 
R.C.M.P.  but  truck  drivers  were  asked 
to  continue  their  co-operation  of  pre- 
vious years  by  strictly  observing 
bans  as  they  are  placed  on  roads. 

The  heavy  snow  of  the  winter  has 
created  a  serious  problem  to  road 
maintenance  crews,  particularly  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Province 
where  warmer  temperatures  have  re- 
sulted in  many  roads  being  flooded 
in  sections.  • 
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Alberta  Agents  Serve  Outside  Province 

The  Government  of  Alberta  has  two  officials  who  serve  outside  the  borders  of  he  Province.  These  are  W.  Rex  Whaley,  Alberta  Government  Agent  at  Ottawa, 
and  R.  A.  McMuIlen,  Agent-General  at  London,  England.  Both  officials  recently  returned  to  Alberta  for  a  short  visit  to  re-acquaint  themselves  with  recent 
progress  and  developments  in  the  Province.    Mr.  McMullen  returns  to  London  at  the  end  of  April.  Mr.  Whaley  has  returned  to  Ottawa. 


Alberta  Represented  Overseas  by  Agent-General 


Main  objectives  of  the  office  of  the  Alberta 
Government's  Agent-General  in  London,  England, 
are  to  carry  out  a  selective  immigration  policy 
and  to  encourage  overseas  manufacturers  to  in- 
vestigate the  industrial  opportunities  of  this 
Province. 

Since  Alberta  House  was  established  three 
years  ago,  this  Province,  once  comparatively 
unknown  to  the  British  people,  has  become 
the  first  choice  of  many  families  applying  to 
come  to  Canada.  More  than  15,000  Britons 
have  come  to  Alberta  and  many  British  and 
European  executives  have  visited  the  Province 
to  inspect  at  first  hand  the  natural  resources 
and  industrial  possibilities — a  tangible  result 
of  the  work  and  efforts  of  Alberta  House. 

The  interest  of  United  Kingdom  and  European 
Industrialists  in  Alberta  has  increased  steadily 
through  the  promotional  campaign  carried  out  by 
Alberta  House  and  the  international  publicity 
given  the  Province's  oil  development.  Inquiries 
from  industrialists  received  during  1950  alone  by 
R.  A.  McMullen,  the  Agent-General,  were  four 
times  the  number  received  during  the  previous 
year. 

The  Agent-General  also  assisted  the  Anglo- 
Iranian  Oil  Company,  one  of  the  world's  largest 
oil  concerns,  in  planning  a  visit  to  the  Athabasca 
oil  sands  in  northern  Alberta.  The  firm  sent  a 
gioup  uf  expert  technicians  to  Alberta  in  recent 
weeks  to  conduct  an  exploratory  survey  of  the 
oil  sands  and  inspect  the  Alberta  Government's 
experimental  pilot  plant  at  Bitumont. 

Indicative  of  the  type  of  new  industry  to  come 
to  Alberta  through  the  efforts  of  the  Agent-General 
is  a  wire  manufacturing  plant  from  The  Nether- 


lands. The  Dutch  firm  will  establish  a  new  plant 
in  Calgary.  Mr.  McMullen  interested  this  firm  in 
Alberta's  possibilities  and  subsequently,  through 
the  work  in  the  Industrial  Development  Board  and 
the  Industrial  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Cal- 
gary, the  decision  to  locate  in  this  Province  was 
made. 

The  Agent-General  acts  in  a  liaison  capacity 
between  the  Industrial  Development  Board  in  Ed- 
monton and  British  firms  wishing  to  make  sales 
outlets  in  Alberta.  He  also  keeps  British  manu- 
facturers of  petroleum  equipment  constantly  in 
formed  on  sales  opportunities  in  this  Province. 

Other  industrial  promotion  work  undertaken 
by  Mr.  McMullen  and  his  all-Canadian  staff  is  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  information  on  the 
Province's  natural  resources.  Surveys  of  the  Al- 
berta market  are  prepared  for  the  British  and 
European  industrialists  and  aid  is  given  to  manu- 
facturers seeking  permission  to  transfer  capital 
or  capital  equipment  to  Alberta  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  branch  subsidiary  plants. 

The  office  of  the  Agent-General  patterns  its 
immigration  work  to  Alberta's  need  for  an  expand- 
ing population  of  executives,  professional  men  and 
highly  skilled  workers.  Strict  screening  proced- 
ures eliminate  approximately  40  percent  of  the 
applicants  and  ensure  that  only  fully-trained,  cap- 
able workers  and  projessional  men  willing  and 
able  to  locate  work  and  positions  quickly  come 
to  the  Province. 

The  emphasis  on  professional  men  has  resulted 
in  a  number  of  British  doctors  coming  to  this 
province.  Of  15,000  British  persons  who  have 
moved  to  Alberta  during  the  past  three  years,  78 


Agent  Looks  After  Alberta  Interests  in  Ottawa 


Representative  of  the  Alberta  Government  at 
Ottawa  is  W.  Rex  Whaley,  who  recently  returned 
to  Edmonton  for  two  weeks  to  inform  himself 
on  the  latest  developments  in  this  Province. 

The  office  of  the  Alberta  Government  Agent 
was  established  in  April,  1949,  when  a  somewhat 
similar  trade  office  of  the  Alberta  government  at 
Toronto  was  closed. 

Main  function  of  the  office  is  to  serve  the 
interests  of  any  department  of  the  Alberta 
government  that  has  business  in  eastern 
Canada,  particularly  with  departments  of  the 
Government  of  Canada  located  at  Ottawa. 
The  Ottawa  contact  proves  a  saving  in  both 
time  and  money  required  to  send  a  man 
east  to  carry  out  the  department  business 
there. 

Because  the  Ottawa  Agent  assists  all  govern- 
ment departments,  he  is  responsible  directly  to 
the  office  of  the  Executive  Council.  His  direct 
affiliation  with  the  central  coordinating  body  for 
all  Alberta  government  departments  ensures  that 
all  departments  will  use  his  services  to  the  begA 
advantage.  The  agent  is  able  to  expedite  the 
negotiations  of  Government  of  Alberta  business 
and  also  to  assist  in  solving  many  problems  of 
Alberta  trade  and  industry. 

Representing  Alberta  at  Ottawa  entails  a  wide 
variety  of  assignments.  Mr.  Whaley  must  be 
prepared  to  assist  industrialists  seeking  informa- 


tion on  Alberta's  natural  resources  and  industrial 
future  and  aid  Alberta  businessmen  wishing  to 
make  business  contacts  in  the  east.  In  this  work 
he  co-operates  closely  with  the  Alberta  Industrial 
Development  Board,  and  the  provincial  Depart- 
ment of  Industries  and  Labor. 

The  agent's  central  location  and  continual 
liaison  with  men  in  trade,  industry,  business  and 
government  enables  him  to  expedite  the  conduct 
of  business  for  departments  of  the  Government 
of  Alberta  with  often  considerable  savings  in 
provincial  funds  and  time.  The  Ottawa  agent 
sometimes  acts  as  representative  of  the  Alberta 
government  purchasing  department  when  orders 
are  being  placed  for  equipment  which  will  be 
used  by  the  Province.  This  often  results  in  sub- 
stantial savings  and  an  additional  first-hand 
oheck  on  quality  of  materials. 

Mr.  Whaley  also  serves  in  a  public  relations 
capacity  for  the  Province.  Literature  on  Alberta 
is  distributed  from  his  office  and  given  out  to 
various  conferences  and  conventions  which  the 
agent  attends  in  the  course  of  his  duties.  Through 
innumerable  talks  with  leading  American,  British 
and  Canadian  businessmen,  the  agent  informs  a 
small  but  important  section  of  the  business  world 
of  the  Province's  economic  achievements  and 
industrial  potential. 

In  immigration,  the  agent  works  closely  with 
the  Agent  General  at  London,  England,  and  often 


v.ere  qualified  medical  practitioners.  An  added 
value  of  immigration  is  shown  by  the  amount  of 
capital  brought  out  by  the  immigrants  and  the 
support  given  the  economy  of  the  Province  by  the 
increased  demand  for  goods  and  services  required 
by  the  new  citizens.  In  1950,  British  immigrants 
brought  approximately  $1,250,000  into  the  Pro- 
vince. 

Immigrants  Have  Contributed  to  Province's  Welfare 

By  concerning  itself  more  with  establishing, 
British  immigrants  permanently  and  successfully 
than  with  mass  unselective  migration.  Alberta 
House  has  sent  people  here  who  will  contribute 
to  both  the  Province's  economic  and  social  wel- 
fare. 

A  little-known  side  of  Mr.  McMuUen's  work  is 
the  location  of  birth,  marriage  and  death  certifi- 
cates for  former  Albertans  now  living  in  England 
or  for  Albertans  who  were  born  or  were  married 
in  England.  His  office  also  assists  in  locating 
missing  persons  and  in  settling  estates  in  both 
Alberta  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  McMullen  is  the  sole  representative  of  the 
Government  of  Alberta  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  in  this  capacity  attends  many  official  functions 
and  receptions  given  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  for  diplomats  from  other  countries  of  the 
British  Commonwealth  and  Europe.  During  1950, 
the  Agent-General  represented  the  government 
and  the  people  of  Alberta  at  the  opening  of  the 
new  House  of  Commons  at  Westminster. 

The  office  of  the  Agent-General  is  attached  to 
the  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  and  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  Hon.  A.  J.  Hooke,  minister  of  that 
department,  and  to  the  deputy  minister,  Ralph  R. 
Moore. 


acts  as  an  intermediary  adviser  to  British  immi- 
grants en  route  from  England  to  Alberta. 

The  Ottawa  office  of  the  Alberta  government 
agent  is  also  used  by  any  Government  of  Alberta 
officials  at  Ottawa  on  business.  Mr.  Whaley  often 
accompanies  Government  of  Alberta  officials  to 
conventions  and  conferences  at  Ottawa  and  repre 
sents  the  Province  at  many  Canadian,  or  American 
conferences  of  interest  to  the  Government  of 
Alberta.  This  saves  the  time  and  expense  of 
sending  a  representative  all  the  way  from  Ed- 
monton. 

This  spring  Mr.  Whaley  will  attend  the  Cana- 
dian International  Trade  Fair  at  Toronto  and  there 
renew  many  of  his  contacts  with  representatives 
of  international  trade  and  industry.  • 


rrmnjfinir 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication 
designed  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  Prov 
ince  with  the  administration  and  services  of 
the  Alberta  Goverment.  It  is  distributed  free 
of  charge. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  serv- 
ices of  the  Goverment  will  be  effective  in  the 
degree  they  are  known  and  used. 

Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  re 
publication.  Correspondence  should  be  add- 
ressed to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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School  Buses  Become  Part 

oi  Education  System 


4>  .\ 

Bringing  the  benefits  of  education  to  the  doors  of  many  remote  Alberta 
farmhouses  through  the  use  of  economical,  comfortable  and  safe  school  bus 
transportation  is  provided  by  the  Province's  school  boards  and  divisions  in 
co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Education  and  assisted  by  the  Alberta 
Highway  Traffic  Board. 

During   the   12   years   that   the    Highway   Traffic    Board    has  been 
responsible  for  regulating  the  type  and  quality  of  vehicles  used  for 
school  buses,  an  enviable  safety  record  has  been  established.  Between 
193?  and  1951  there  have  been  no  serious  accidents  involving  school 
buses.     There  have  been   injuries  resulting  from  accidents   in  which 
school  buses  were  involved  but  in  all  these  accidents,  other  vehicles 
also  were  involved. 
The  number  of  school  buses  has  increased  steadily  during  the  last 
10  years,  a  trend  which  has  followed  closely  the  movement  toward  greater 
centralization  of  schools  in  the  Province.    In  the  first  year  of  registration  of 
school  buses  the  total  number  was  150  units.    Five  years  later,  in  1946, 
this  figure  jumped  to  580.    In  the  year  1948-49  there  were  850  school 
buses  registered  and  1049  at  the  end  of  June,  1950. 

1955  Will  See  1500  Buses  in  Operation 
It  is  expected  that  1,500  school  vehicles  will  be  in  operation  by  1955 
but  by  this  time  it  is  expected  the  school  transportation  industry  will  have 
become  stabilized  and  will  level  oft  to  concentrate  on  the  maximum  efficiency 
of  each  of  its  school  transportation  units. 

The  school  bus  system  of  the  Province  so  far  has  been  mainly  experi- 
mental. However,  a  valuable  fund  of  experience  and  statistical  data  has 
been  gathered  to  assist  school  boards  and  divisions  in  planning  their  future 
transportation  policies. 

During  the  year  following  the  Second  Great  War,  population  movements 
have  occurred  in  western  Canada  and  bus  routes  have  had  to  be  changed 
to  keep  pace  with  social  reorganization,  which  has  included  the  transfer  of 
much  of  the  Province's  rural  population  to  urban  centres  as  a  result  of 
increased  mechanized  farming. 

First  Regulations  Drafted  in  1939 

The  history  of  Alberta's  school  bus  system  is  only  10  years  old.  The  first 
regulations  supervising  the  buses'  operation  were  drafted  in  1939  by  W.  T. 
Aiken,  then  secretary  of  the  Highway  Traffic  Board  and  now  retired.  In 
1943  these  regulations  were  revised  and  added  to  and  in  1947  replaced  by 
new  regulations  adapted  from  those  of  British  Columbia  and  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  minimum  standards  for  school  buses  laid  down  by  the 
American  National  Conference  on  School  Transportation. 

The  N.C.S.T.  standards  have  already  been  adopted  or  are  being  consid- 
ered by  35  U.S.  states,  and  the  Highway  Traffic  Board  has  as  its  long-term 
aim  the  establishment  of  a  set  of  Alberta  school  bus  regulations  which  would 
in  principle  conform  to  a  large  degree  with  the  national  standards  yet  at 
the  same  time  would  take  into  account  the  possibility  of  standardizing 
regulations  for  Canadian  conditions.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no 
national  Canadian  standards. 

School  Buses  Have  improved  Through  Years 

A  gradual  but  steady  improvement  in  the  quality  of  school  buses  operat- 
ing in  Alberta  has  continued  through  the  years.  In  1947,  half  the  school 
buses  were  in  C  class,  an  arbitrary  grading  for  school  buses  considered  to 
be  operating  on  a  temporary  basis  only.  The  class  included  passenger 
cars,  jeeps  and  temporary  or  even  condemned  vans. 

The  1947  Highway  Traffic  Board  inspections,  made  on  300  vehicles, 
showed  six  percent  of  the  buses  in  A  category,  which  includes  all  approved 
factory-built  buses,  and  44  percent  in  the  B  category,  a  class  embracing  buses 
of  lower  standards  such  as  locally  built  school  buses,  converted  road  buses, 
converted  panel  trucks  and  all-steel  station  wagons. 

During  1949-1950,  761  inspections  were  made  and  51  percent  of  the 
buses  placed  in  B  category;  25  per  cent  in  A;  and  23  per  cent  in  C.  During 
four  years  the  number  of  A  class  vehicles  had  increased  four  times  and 
the  number  of  C  class  buses  had  dropped  from  50  percent  of  the  total 
to  23  percent. 

Buses  of  Low  Grade  Will  Disappear  Gradually 

It  is  hoped  that  buses  of  the  sub-standard  C  class  will  continue  to 
disappear  from  Alberta  roads  to  be  replaced  by  buses  of  the  two  higher 
grades.  Buses  in  the  second  grade  will  continue  to  be  used  because  no 
factory-built  buses  accommodating  eight  to  16  passengers  are  available  yet 
at  an  economical  price.  Also  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  a  school  division 
to  buy  a  bus  at  higher  prices  than  normal  when  it  had  already  fair  substi 
tutes  in  its  converted  panel  trucks. 

Requirements  for  school  buses  in  Alberta  call  for  proper  entrance  and 
emergency  doors,  all-steel  construction,  adequate  seats  and  aisles,  safety 
glass,  all  safety  accessories  such  as  flares  and  fire  extinguishers,  and  proper 
ventilation,  heating  and  safe  mechanical  operation.  These  stipulations 
apply  only  to  the  larger  type  of  bus  having  a  capacity  of  more  than  IS 
passengers.  Buses  of  smaller  capacities  have  similarly  exacting  regulations 
but  these  are  modified  to  suit  the  size  of  the  bus. 


Ill 

-    m  SCHOOL  BUSm 


Children  are  shown  boarding  a  Barrhead  School  Divisions  bus  in  the 
above  photograph  while  below  they  are  shown  returning  to  their  homes 
after  school. 

Driving   children   to   and   from   school  in   safety   can   be   done  only 
with  proper  equipment.   Competent  drivers  are  needed  also  and  are  keys  to 
safe  year-round  operation^    The- Alberta  school  bus  drivers  of  the  past — 
ten  years  have  done  good  jobs  but  now  the  Highway  Traffic  Board  is 
encouraging  their  training  to  a  higher  level  of  efficiency. 

School  bus  drivers  should  be  selected  for  such  merits  as  character  and 
personality,  physical  condition,  skill  in  the  operation  of  motor  vehicles  and 
a  well-informed  knowledge  of  motor  vehicle  laws  and  school  bus  regulations. 

The  Highway  Traffic  Board,  to  attain  this  end,  is  encouraging  Alberta 
communities  to  initiate  proper  driver  selection  and  training  programs.  The 
programs  could  be  provided  by  each  community  as  a  whole  with  local 
teachers,  lawyers,  doctors,  police  and  motor  mechanics  assisting  the  drivers 
with  their  specialized  knowledge. 

Rules  for  Drivers  Adopted 

This  program  will  be  encouraged  through  the  use  of  lectures  and  films 
and  last  fall  a  standard  set  of  rules  to  be  followed  by  school  bus  drivers 
was  suggested.   This  set  of  rules  was  adopted  by  all  Alberta  school  divisions. 

The  Department  of  Education  provides  that  pupils  riding  in  school  buses 
are  under  the  authority  of  the  driver  who  is  to  report  any  untoward  incidents 
to  the  school  principal.  Some  Alberta  school  divisions  have  arranged  with 
the  Alberta  Motor  Association  for  the  appointment  of  official  pupil  patrol 
leaders  who  wear  A.M.A.  insignia  and  assist  drivers  to  maintain  discipline 
in  the  school  buses. 

The  Vehicles  and  Highway  Traffic  Act  was  revised  to  make  it  compulsory 
for  drivers  to  come  to  a  full  stop  when  overtaking  a  school  bus  which  had 
slopped  to  load  or  unload  passengers.  Alberta  drivers  must  also  slow  down 
to  25  miles  an  hour  when  approaching  a  stopped  school  bus  from  the  front. 

Most  Buses  Privately  Owned 

The  operation  of  the  familiar  chrome  yellow  school  bus  with  its  black 
trimming  is  big  business  in  Alberta.  Of  the  1,049  buses,  99  are  publicly 
owned;  the  others  are  operated  mainly  by  owner-operators  who  contract 
their  services  to  a  school  division  or  board. 

Each  school  division  keeps  a  system  of  cost  accounting  for  its  fleet  of 
school  buses  and  maintains  records  of  trips  made  and  passengers  carried. 
Some  school  division  boards,  such  as  the  Taber  board,  have  their  own 
garages,  repair  shops  and  motor  mechanics  and  a  foreman  is  responsible 
for  keeping  buses  roadworthy  throughout  the  school  year. 

Total  cost  of  operating  school  buses  runs  to  more  than  $1,800,000  a 
year  and  of  this,  the  Department  of  Education  pays  approximately  $800,000 
in  grants.  At  the  end  of  the  1949-1950  school  year,  the  operation  of  school 
buses  in  the  Province  cost  $1,884,580  and  pi'ovincial  assistance  to  school 
divisions  and  boards  was  $869,089.  The  amount  of  Department  of  Education 
aid  is  calculated  from  such  factors  as  size  of  bus,  length  of  trip  and  pupils 
carried.  ^ 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Government  Officials  Guide  Insurance  and  Fire  Control 


The  supervision  of  Alberta's  insurance  profes- 
sion and  the  reduction  of  fire  damage  in  the 
Province  are  the  respective  responsibilities  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Insurance  and  the  Provincial 
Fire  Commissioner,  of  the  Provincial  Secretary's 
Department. 

Every  insurance  company  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Province  is  licensed  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Insurance.     Included  are  com- 
panies   writing    life,    casualty,  (automobile, 
sickness   and   accident)   and   other   types  of 
insuratice.     All   are  governed   by  the  terms 
and  regulations  of  the  Alberta  Insurance  Act 
in  regard  to  such  matters  as  reserve  funds, 
adjustment  and   payment  of  claims,  securi- 
ties, investment  of  surpluses,  terms  of  con- 
tracts, returns  to  be  filed  and  other  details. 
Much  of  this  information  from  Alberta  insur- 
ance companies  is  collected  and  published  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Insurance  and  in  this  manner  the  public  is 
given  an  accurate  picture  of  the  companies'  opera 
tions  in  Alberta  during  the  preceding  year. 
Administered  by  Branches 
The  Superintendent  of  Insurance,  J.  A.  MacPhee, 
administers  The  Alberta  Insurance  Act,  The  Al- 
berta Motor  Vehicle  Accident  Indemnity  Act  and 
The  Real  Estate  Agents'  Licensing  Act.   The  Fire 
Prevention  Act  and  The  Lightning  Rod  Act  are 
the  responsibilities  of  the  Provincial  Fire  Com- 
missioner, A.  E.  Bridges. 

One  of  the  objectives  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Insurance  is  to  maintain  a  reasonably  close  rela- 
tionship with  his  colleagues  in  other  provinces  of 
Canada.  Meetings  are  held  annually  at  which 
insurance  problems  are  fully  discussed.  Efforts 
are  made  to  obtain  uniformity  among  the  provinces 
in  regard  to  proposed  legislation,  types  of  cover- 
age offered  to  the  public,  the  wording  on  policy 
forms  and  the  obligations  of  insurers. 

Rates  Left  to  Profession 
The  Superintendent  of  Insurance  has  no  infiu 
ence  on  rates  charged  for  insurance.  These  are 
determined  by  the  insurance  profession  which 
maintains  engineering  and  statistical  services  for 
setting  rates  based  upon  loss  claims  experience. 

The  Real  Estate  Agents'  Licensing  Act  is  the 
second  act  administered  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Insurance.  Its  purpose  is  to  supervise  the 
real  estate  business  and  its  provisions  deal  with 
the  posting  of  surety  bonds,  office  accommodation, 
commission  and  representations  made  by  insurance 
agents  and  salesmen. 

The  third  act  is  The  Motor  Vehicle  Accident 
Indemnity  Act  designed   for  the  protection  of 


Albertans  who  have  been  injured  in  accidents 
caused  through  the  negligence  of  other  drivers 
but  who  have  been  unable  to  collect  damages. 
Unsatisfied    Judgment  Fund 

Every  owner  of  a  motor  vehicle  in  the  Province 
pays  an  annual  $1  levy  at  the  time  he  purchases 
his  vehicle  license.  This  levy  goes  into  a  fund 
known  as  the  Unsatisfied  Judgment  Fund  wh;ch 
during  the  last  nine  months  of  1950  paid  claims 
amounting  to  $173,012.  Of  this  total,  $118,250 
was  paid  out  for  general  damage  judgments; 
$16,352  for  medical  and  hospital  bills;  and  $38,408 
for  miscellaneous  assessed  damages,  usually  those 
compensating  for  loss  of  work  business  or  income. 

The  unique  provision  of  the  Alberta  legisla- 
tion is  the  section  enabling  persons  injured  by 
unknown  hit-and-run  drivers  to  recover  compen- 
sation from  the  fund.  The  first  award  of  this  type 
was  made  at  Calgary  in  June,  1950. 

Accident  prevention  work  of  the  Alberta 
Safety  Council  is  assisted  by  a  grant  from  the  fund 
and  in  some  cases  legal  counsel  is  provided  to 
protect  the  fund  from  apparently  excessive  dam- 
age claims.  The  fund  now  totals  $424,000. 
Six  Fire  Inspectors 

The  Fire  Commissioner  has  three  inspectors 
at  Edmonton,  two  at  the  Calgary  branch  office 
and  one  at  the  Lethbridge  branch  office.  These 
inspectors  spend  most  of  their  time  on  fire  pre- 
vention work,  inspecting  buildings  and  otherwise 
working  to  reduce  fire  hazards.  They  co-operate 
closely  with  local  fire  prevention  officials. 

Under  the  act,  Alberta  fire  chiefs  and  mayors 
or  reeves  are  delegated  fire  prevention  and  pro- 
tection responsibilities  and  are  designated  as 
"local  assistants."  There  are  approximately  250  of 
these  local  assistants. 

The  work  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  office  is  to 
reduce  loss  of  life  and  property  from  fire.  His 
efforts  fall  in  the  three  categories  of  education, 
inspection  and  investigation.  Educational  work 
and  inspection  are  the  work  of  preventing  fires 
before  they  break  out  while  investigation  is  car- 
ried out  after  a  fire  to  detect  causes  which,  when 
analyzed,  will  provide  knowledge  on  how  to 
prevent  .similar  fires. 

Suspected  Arson  Investigated 

Fires  in  which  arson  or  incendiarism  is  sus- 
pected are  investigated  carefully  and  any  prosecu- 
tions resulting  from  these  investigations  brought 
to  the  courts. 

Educational  v/ork  in  fire  prevention  is  being 
carried  out  constantly  by  every  member  of  the 
staff.  A  mobile  fire  protection  instruction  unit 
covers  the  entire  Province,  giving  demonstra- 
tions of  latest  fire-fighting  equipment  and  showing 


motion  pictures  on  fire  prevention  and  fire  fight- 
ing. This  unit  is  in  charge  of  M.  J.  Bedard.  His 
audiences  are  local  fire  brigades,  townspeople  and 
school  children. 

The  annual  Fire  Prevention  Week  sponsored 
by  the  Fire  Commissioner's  Office  is  marked 
throughout  the  Province  by  special  exercises  and 
efl'orts.  Local  assistants  are  directed  to  encourage 
the  removal  of  fire  hazards.  Competitions  are 
staged  by  the  local  fire  departments.  Newspapers, 
radio,  ministers,  merchants  and  local  authorities 
combine  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  fire 
prevention.  The  schools  hold  special  exercises. 
Assistance  Needed  for  Fire  Prevention 

Forms  are  sent  out  to  local  assistants,  and 
when  these  are  returned  the  head  office  uses  the 
information  in  a  fire  prevention  competition  con- 
ducted on  an  international  scale.  The  whole 
program  is  directed  to  getting  as  much  assistance 
and  co-operation  as  possible  from  the  public. 

Statistics  of  fire  losses  are  an  important  part 
of  the  work  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  Office. 
A  file  is  maintained  where  details  of  every  fire  in 
Alberta  are  recorded.  Complete  details  of  all 
suspicious  fires  are  given  special  consideration 
and  are  consulted  from  time  to  time.  All  these 
statistics  are  compiled  in  an  annual  report  and 
made  available  to  the  public.  Further,  they  give 
direction  in  fire  protection  policy  which  will  then 
be  modified  accordingly. 

Commissioner  Works  on  Civil  Defence 

During  the  last  few  months,  the  public  has 
begun  to  realize  the  necessity  for  civil  defense 
measures.  Under  the  provincial  civil  defence 
plan  the  Fire  Commissioner  is  preparing  an  in- 
ventory of  all  fire  fighting  equipment  in  Alberta, 
and  the  organization  of  regional  mutual  aid  in 
fighting  fires.  Auxiliary  fire  brigades  and  vol- 
unteer fire  guard  groups  are  being  trained.  Details 
of  a  "disaster  plan"  are  being  completed.  Emer- 
gency sources  of  water  supply  are  being  arranged 
to  supplement  those  already  available. 

Other  duties  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  Office 
include  the  quarterly  publication  of  a  bulletin 
stressing  the  same  theme  of  coordinating  the 
efforts  of  all  towards  reducing  losses  by  fire. 

The  Lightning  Rod  Act  provides  a  measure  of 
control  over  manufacturers  of  equipment  and 
agents  installing  lightning  rod  equipment  for  the 
different  companies.  It  is  necessary  that  mater- 
ials be  of  the  highest  standard  for  the  purpose 
required.  Regulations  specify  the  method  of 
installation  so  that  persons  seeking  lightning  rod 
protection  are  assured  that  the  equipment  they 
buy  is  approved  and  properly  installed  by  gov- 
ernment licensed  agents.  # 


(Alberta  Government  Photographs) 

Phases  of  the  urork  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  office  are  shown  in  the  above  photographs.  At  left  Fire  Chief  D.  Baker,  of  Wetaskiwin,  explains  the  operation 
of  a  fire  hose  connection  to  members  of  the  Wetaskiwin  Fire  Brigade  as  part  of  the  provincial  fire  fighting  instruction  program.  In  the  central  photograph, 
a  fireman  gains  experience  by  fighting  a  demonstration  oil  fire  while  in  the  third  illustration  M.  J.  Bedard,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  mobile  fire  protectiort 
instruction  uit  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  office,  gives  a  demonstration  to  Chief  Baker. 


